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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
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RECEIVED 

MM 0 1 2003 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT GROUP 3QQQ 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O.Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

This Information Disclosure Statement is hereby submitted in accordance with 37 CFR 
1 .98 and pursuant to Applicant's continuing duty under 37 CFR 1 .56 to bring any information 
which may be material to patentability of this application to the Examiner's attention. 

Applicant makes no representation that a complete search has been conducted by the 
Applicant, or that there is not possibly more relevant art. Applicant also makes no representation 
that the information submitted herewith is in fact material. 

Applicant wishes to make known to the USPTO a letter Applicant received from David S. 
Jacobson of Gordon & Jacobson, P.C. dated February 26, 2003 and addressed to Applicant's 
attorney of record (copy of letter attached). In this letter Mr. Jacobson informs Applicant of U.S. 
Patent No. 5,715,675 (the '675 Patent), and in particular draws Applicant's attention to col. 18, 
lines 15-24 of the '675 Patent. Mr. Jacobson does not represent Applicant. Mr. Jacobson 
appears to have filed a third party Submission of Prior Art statement in the USPTO on February 
25, 2003 (copy attached). The '675 Patent was not known to Applicant until receipt of Mr. 
Jacobson 's letter. 
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Applicant lists the '675 Patent on the attached PTO 08 A form and provides a copy of the 
reference attached hereto. The subject application is believed patentable over the '675 Patent. 
The '675 Patent is directed to a hybrid rocket system with an integrated motor. In particular, the 
hybrid rocket motor has an oxidant tank communicating with a combustion chamber containing a 
solid fuel grain. The passage from the oxidant tank to the combustion chamber is obstructed by a 
fill tube which fills the oxidant tank with oxidant and pressurizes the oxidizer tank, as necessary. 
After the tank is full and as part of the launch sequence, the fill tube is displaced from the tank- 
chamber passage to deliver oxidant to the grain and initiate the combustion process, (col. 2, lines 



At col. 18, lines 15-24 of the '675 patent, materials useful as a fuel grain are disclosed. 
The '675 Patent states that these may include non-polymerized hydrocarbons, for instance, 
paraffin and solidified kerosene, (col. 18, lines 21-23). Applicant respectfully submits that the 
'675 Patent does not disclose or suggest any particular composition or method of combusting as 
claimed in the subject application, and that the subject application is patentable in view of the 
'675 Patent. 

Consideration of the foregoing plus the prompt return of a copy of the enclosed Form 
PTO- 1449 with the Examiner's initials in the left column in accordance with MPEP 609 are 
respectfully requested. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a first - 
Office Action on the merits after the filing of a request for continued examination under 37 
C.F.R. § 1.1 14 in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(4); accordingly, no fees are required. 
However, in the event any fee is deemed necessary, the Commissioner is authorized to charge the 
undersigned's Deposit Account No. 50-23 19 (Order No. A-67587-l/AJT/MSS (468330-1208)). 



42-51). 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: April 22, 2003 




Reg. No. 37,244 



Four Embarcadero Center, Suite 3400 
San Francisco, C A 941 1 1-4187 
Telephone; 650-494-8700 
Facsimile: 650-494-8771 
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